Evaluation of autism specific
accommodation

Teresa Whitehurst : Research & Development Officer
Sunfield, England

ASD vs Architecture
Hasselt

Friday, 03 October 2008




Sunfield School, England




Inclusion

“An array of strategies and initiatives
designed to improve the life chances of
disadvantaged groups in our society”

(Kinder & Harland in Whitehurst, 2007)




Models of Disability

Social Model

: . (Oliver 1993)
Medical or Individual Model

(Oliver 1993) Social Constructions
(Albrecht and Levy 1981)

Structural Account of Disability

(Borsay 1986)




True Inclusion

Cognitive Mindset




‘There Is a tragedy that comes
with autism

the tragedy Is not that we're
here,

but that your world has no
place for us to be’

Sinclair (1993)




‘It Is very difficult to get It right first time
If you have never done it before’.

(Beaver 2003)




‘all buildings and clients are different
but there Is a vast list of needs that are
common to any building designed for this
user group’

(Beaver, 2006)




Key elements to consider

Acoustics Ventilation
Heating Lighting
Colour Planning

Maintenance Cleaning

Outdoor spaces

(based on Beaver 2006)




Rowan House
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The ‘New’ House
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Specific Features

Curvilinear design
Specific colours

Noise reduction fabrics
Non-florescent lighting
Sensory Suite

Courtyard & Outdoor
canopies

Specific Floor Coverings
Specific Bedroom Design
Under floor heating
Circulation Space




Curvilinear Design




Lighting

lour Scheme

floor heating




Bedrooms
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Outcloor Space







Acilvity Foorrn




Offlces




Irmpact of Deasign
Explored inrougn:

Interviews witn Tearn Leacders
Focus Groups witn Carers
Digital Priotograony oy Cnildrer
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Layout & feaiures prormoted:

Freacorn & cnolce
Creater poienial for Interactior)
Opoporiuniiles for cormnmuniceaion

Q)
@

neral feeling of calm
| aiLitonorny

-

=
(G
e
(D
Q)
W
D
(M

Qb

rlvec
sily mainiained/ropust environment —_
rlappler children/nappler siaff!

11 ‘D
NS

0"

ﬂ‘

N\

I—

I

/7

A



Learning Environments




Learning Environments




Learning Environments







