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InclusionInclusion

“An array of strategies and initiatives “An array of strategies and initiatives 
designed to improve the life chances of designed to improve the life chances of 
disadvantaged groups in our society”disadvantaged groups in our society”

(Kinder & Harland in Whitehurst, 2007)(Kinder & Harland in Whitehurst, 2007)



Medical or Individual Model

(Oliver 1993)

Social Model

(Oliver 1993)

Structural Account of Disability

(Borsay 1986)

Models of DisabilityModels of Disability

Social Constructions
(Albrecht and Levy 1981) 



True InclusionTrue Inclusion

Physical

Cognitive Mindset



‘There is a tragedy that comes 
with autism………

the tragedy is not that we’re 
here, 

but that your world has no 
place for us to be’

Sinclair (1993)



‘it is very difficult to get it right first time
if you have never done it before’. 

(Beaver 2003)



‘all buildings and clients are different 
but there is a vast list of needs that are 

common to any building designed for this 
user group’  

(Beaver, 2006)



Key elements to considerKey elements to consider

AcousticsAcoustics VentilationVentilation

HeatingHeating LightingLighting

ColourColour PlanningPlanning

Maintenance Maintenance Cleaning Cleaning 

Outdoor spacesOutdoor spaces

(based on Beaver 2006)(based on Beaver 2006)



Rowan Rowan HouseHouse



Oak HouseOak House



The ‘New’ HouseThe ‘New’ House



Specific FeaturesSpecific Features

Curvilinear designCurvilinear design
Specific coloursSpecific colours
Noise reduction fabricsNoise reduction fabrics
NonNon--florescent lightingflorescent lighting
Sensory SuiteSensory Suite
Courtyard & Outdoor Courtyard & Outdoor 
canopiescanopies
Specific Floor CoveringsSpecific Floor Coverings
Specific Bedroom DesignSpecific Bedroom Design
Under floor heatingUnder floor heating
Circulation SpaceCirculation Space



Curvilinear DesignCurvilinear Design



Circulation Space

Colour Scheme

Lighting

Floor Covering

Ceilings & Walls

Under floor heating



BedroomsBedrooms



Sensory SuiteSensory Suite



Outdoor SpaceOutdoor Space



Communal Areas



Activity RoomActivity Room



OfficesOffices



Impact of DesignImpact of Design

Explored through:Explored through:

Interviews with Team LeadersInterviews with Team Leaders

Focus Groups with CarersFocus Groups with Carers

Digital Photography by ChildrenDigital Photography by Children



Children ‘said’:Children ‘said’:

“I love playing 
outside……….while you 
watch from inside!!!”



Children ‘said’:Children ‘said’:

“I like being 
together……”

“and I like being on 
my own….”



Children “said”:Children “said”:

I like having to 
come to find you 
when I need 
you………



Layout & features promoted:Layout & features promoted:

Freedom & choice Freedom & choice 
Greater potential for interactionGreater potential for interaction
Opportunities for communicationOpportunities for communication
General feeling of calmGeneral feeling of calm
Increased autonomyIncreased autonomy
PrivacyPrivacy
Easily maintained/robust environmentEasily maintained/robust environment
Happier children/happier staff!Happier children/happier staff!



Learning EnvironmentsLearning Environments



Learning EnvironmentsLearning Environments



Learning EnvironmentsLearning Environments



‘Environments based on careful 
scientific analysis will benefit not only 
those with special needs but all user 
types making our architecture more 
genuinely responsive to all our range 
of needs’

(Mostafa, 2008)


